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Sylvia Miles Performs Tennessee Williams’

Sweet Bird of Youth
A Benefit for the Provincetown Tennessee Williams Theater Festival

July 11, 2009 at the Norman Mailer House in Provincetown

 

 
Provincetown, MA – June 14, 2009 – Twice Oscar-nominated actress Sylvia Miles, a long time friend of Tennessee Williams, returns to Provincetown for an exclusive performance in a staged reading of the famous opening scene of Williams’ hit Broadway play and classic film Sweet Bird of Youth. 

 
In what promises to be an unforgettable performance, Miles plays Alexandra Del Lago, a legendary screen actress who flees the premiere of a disastrous screen comeback and wakes up with a conniving cabana boy, Chance Wayne.  When Chance (played by Brian Patacca) attempts to blackmail her the attempt backfires as the defiant diva declares, “When monster meets monster, one monster has to give way, AND IT WILL NEVER BE ME.” 

 


Brian Patacca, who was a hit playing a sexy night clerk in the 2007 Tennessee Williams Festival’s world premiere of Williams’ Sunburst, will play Chance Wayne, the role Paul Newman made famous in the film. Patacca has just returned from the European premiere of Charles Forbes’ play Minor Gods, directed by Classic Stage Company’s Tony Speciale.  After sold-out performances in Dublin the production transferred to London for a three week run. 

 

David Kaplan, co-founder and curator of the TW Fest who is directing the staged reading, says “Sweet Bird shows just that, sweet birds in flight, trying to escape from memory and reputation, beautiful on the wing – inspiring, funny sometimes – and inevitably brought to earth.”  

 


Sylvia Miles was nominated for Oscars for her outstanding performances in Midnight Cowboy and Farewell My Lovely.   She was also nominated for Great Britain’s Olivier Award in 1978 for her performance as Mrs. Wire in Williams’ Vieux Carré, a role she created.  

 

Miles met Williams as a young woman while appearing in one of his one-act plays. After her performance, during which she held up the scenery to keep it from falling, the playwright rushed backstage to meet her, calling her ‘indomitable.’ That was the beginning of a long working relationship, during which she often appeared in Williams’ productions, including the Broadway revival of Night of the Iguana.  “I loved Tennessee so,” Miles says, “and I truly miss him.  I think about him all the time.  When there are people who are as significant as that in your life you don’t think of them as being dead.”   

-more-
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This benefit performance at the former home of literary giant Norman Mailer overlooking the picturesque Provincetown Harbor marks Miles’ first appearance in Provincetown after a 23 year delay.   “It’s miraculous and exciting that I’m back to appear in this role,” she says.  The actress was scheduled to appear in Provincetown in Sweet Bird in 1986, but the show was cancelled due to a conflict over rights and she went on to perform Oh Dad, Poor Dad! at Provincetown Town Hall instead.

 The iconic actress’ early appearances onstage include The Iceman Cometh and Genet’s The Balcony (Barbra Streisand was her dresser.)  Among her over 50 films, she appeared in Andy Warhol’s Heat, directed by Paul Morrissey.  Her recent television credits include Sex and the City and Life on Mars.       

About The Provincetown Tennessee Williams Theater Festival:

 

This year’s TW Fest will run from Thursday, September 24 through Sunday, September 27, 2009.  Now in its fourth year, this year’s presentations include two Williams’ world premieres and a dozen one-of-a-kind theatrical events that celebrate the life, works and spirit of America’s great playwright in various venues in Provincetown.  

Expanding the exploration of Williams’ Sweet Bird of Youth this September, the Fest will present the world premiere production of The Enemy: Time in association with Minnesota-based Gremlin Theatre.  Festival Director Jef Hall-Flavin directs this short play that was a stop along Williams’ path towards conceiving Sweet Bird.  

Festival passes, including access to all 12 shows, are available now online at www.twptown.org or through 1-866-789-TENN (8366).  Audience members can also become patrons by purchasing a Williams Pass, which includes tickets to all performances as well as access to exclusive parties and events, and more.  Single tickets will go on sale in August.  For more on Festival performances and events as they become available, visit www.twptown.org.

Event Listing

Sylvia Miles: Tennessee Williams’ Sweet Bird of Youth 

Saturday, July 11, 2009

The Norman Mailer House  (The Norman Mailer Writers Colony) 

627 Commercial St., Provincetown, MA 02657   

Seating is extremely limited.  

Cocktails at 5 pm, with appetizers provided by Victor’s Restaurant.  

Performance at 6 pm.  A social hour will follow. 

$50 Donor Ticket includes a premium seat plus free cocktails and hors d’oeuvres.  

$20 Fan Ticket includes standing room and access to a cash bar.  



For tickets:  www.twptown.org or 866-789-TENN (8366)

Victor’s Restaurant and The Norman Mailer Writers Colony are sponsors of this event.
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